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A LONG AND WINDING ROAD
A MONTH WHERE WE SAW THE BEST AND WORST FROM OUR LADS
A right royal roller-coaster dished up in February, and having endured what I take to be our worst display in 20 years versus Wigan, we seemed to bounce back in two sublime showings, at home to Lille, and the Portsmouth match.
There’s something still amiss at the heart of the side, and the disjointed nature of our overall campaign bears testimony to this, and the real spectre of not making into a Champions League berth grows with every point dropped.
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Initial rumblings regarding player’s discontent came to head with Albert Riera’s outburst, but one needs also to read into Torres and Gerrard’s demeanor that the lack of visible progress this term is starting to create a fissure.

Let’s hope that sanity prevails, and whatever occurs regarding the club’s financial predicament we, at worst, play in Europe next term, albeit in the Europa League, but that the all-too necessary investment in the squad materializes.

Once again, I bid you welcome to our monthly newsletter, and I trust that you find it a great read. If you have any comments or suggestions for articles you’d like to see, please drop me a line at anfield.express@gmail.com and I’ll do my level best to make it happen for you.

YNWA.
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OH SAMMY, SAMMY!
THE PINT-SIZED DYNAMO WHO OWNED THE HEART OF ANFIELD
In the annuls of Liverpool’s European history, there are many examples of stand-out performances that may have been over-shadowed in the greater scheme of things, and when, on reflection, one analyses the performance, the moment, it brings that bigger picture into sharper focus.
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In 1981, Liverpool faced a European Cup semi-final against the might of Bayern Munich, their plethora of German internationals, and in particular, the enigmatic Paul Breitner, a strong and skilful midfielder. Bob Paisley sent Sammy Lee out to do a man-marking job on the German, which little Sammy did with distinction, earning the Reds a final spot against Real Madrid.
Samuel ‘Sammy’ Lee was born in Liverpool on the 7th of February, 1959, and joined the Reds as an apprentice in September of 1975. Lee would make his debut for the first-team against Leicester City at Anfield, when he came on for David Johnson. By the 56th minute of his debut appearance, Sammy would be on the score-sheet. But this wasn’t Sammy’s first taste of top-flight action, a year earlier (1977) he was an unused sub in a European Cup semi-final against FC Zurich, with boss Bob Paisley quoted as saying he had no qualms in using the youngster.

From 1980 onward, Lee became a regular, and although short quickly established a reputation as a hard-running midfielder with an incredibly accurate pass. He weighed in with the odd gem of a goal as well. 1982 would see his first league winners medal, a feat he would repeat with Liverpool in 1983 and ’84, this in addition to European Cup winner’s medals in ’81 and ’84, and League Cup medals in that amazing string of results for the Reds where they won the trophy in 4 consecutive seasons, between 1981 and 1984.
However by 1985, injuries and the emergence of Jan Molby had reduced Sammy’s playing time, and he left Anfield to pursue his playing career with QPR in 1986. He would later play for Osasuna, leaving him fluent in Spanish, before spells at Southampton and Bolton Wanderers, before retiring.

Sammy would embark on a managerial career, starting with Graeme Souness at Liverpool, and was so successful that Gerard Houllier kept him at the club, promoting him from Reserves coach to assisting with the first team. Sammy would leave Liverpool to join the England set-up under Sven Gora-Eriksson. Lee would return to club football in 2005, at Bolton Wanderers, as Sam Allardyce’s assistant.

Lee would be appointed as Wanderer’s full-time manager following Allardyce’s departure, but with one win in 11, Lee was sacked in 2007, but would would return to Liverpool as Rafael Benitez’ assistant in May of 2008.
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LEST WE FORGET
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HILLSBOROUGH
The Hillsborough Disaster occurred on April 15, 1989, at Hillsborough, Sheffield, England resulting in the deaths of 96 people, during the FA Cup semi-final between Liverpool and Nottingham Forest. The dead were all supporters of Liverpool Football Club, and the tragedy and its aftermath are incidences we cannot forget, or let rest, until justice for the 96 is achieved.
WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED?

Due to football hooliganism, steel fencing was often erected between the spectators and the pitch. This was primarily as a result of hooliganism manifesting itself in pitch-invasions, and missile-throwing. Hillsborough itself, often a venue for FA Cup semi-finals, had experienced ‘crushing’ issues before, most notably during the 1981 semi-final between Spurs and Wolves, where 38 spectators were injured, resulting in Sheffield Wednesday dividing up the Leppings Lane end into 3 separate pens, and when Wednesday were promoted into the 1st Division in 1984, they further divided the end into a total of 5 pens. Ironically enough, Liverpool had played Forest in an FA Cup semi-final, at Hillsborough, the previous season, without incident.
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Neutral venues were customarily segregated between opposing sets of supporters, and for the semi-final of 1989, Liverpool were allocated the Leppings Lane end of the ground. 
With kick-off scheduled for 3pm local time, a rush of spectators trying to get into the stadium occurred at about 2:40pm, and with the smallness of the area adjacent to the turnstiles, and the turnstile configuration itself, led to a bottle-neck of approximately 5000 supporters trying to funnel through the turnstiles, and with fears of crushing occurring behind the turnstiles, an exit gate, Gate C, without turnstiles, was opened, causing a rush of people trying to enter the stadium. 

The increased mass of people now caused thousands of supporters to try access the stadium through a narrow tunnel behind the terraces, and fed them into an already overcrowded area, the two central pens. This resulted in those at the front of the pen being pressed up against the steel fencing through the sheer weight of the people behind them. 
Those trying to enter the pens would have totally unaware of what was taking place in front of them, in fact, the police would usually have re-directed supporters to the side pens in the event that the central pens had reached their capacity, and for reasons still unexplained to this day, they did not do so.

Unfortunately, the crisis being experienced at the front of the Leppings Lane terrace was largely unnoticed, as the match itself had kicked off, and it was not until 3:06pm that the referee, after advice from the police, stopped the match. 
Prior to this, supporters had tried to escape the horror by either climbing over the steel barricades, or were being hauled to safety by fellow supporters in the West Stand, above the terraced Leppings Lane end, and eventually a small gate in the fence was forced open, allowing some supporters to get out.

Supporters had been packed so tightly into the pens that many had died standing up. The pitch started to fill with supporters, sweating and gasping for breath, sporting crush injuries, and with them, the bodies of the dead. 
The police, stewards and ambulance men present at the stadium were overwhelmed by the sheer volume of injuries and spectators spilling onto the pitch. Uninjured fans helped as best they could, many attempting CPR and some tearing down advertising hoardings to act as makeshift stretchers.

As these events unfolded, some police officers were still being deployed to make a cordon three-quarters of the way down the pitch, with the aim of preventing Liverpool supporters reaching the Nottingham Forest fans at the opposite end of the stadium. 
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Some fans attempted to break through the police cordon to ferry injured supporters to waiting ambulances, and were forcibly turned back. It has been documented that a gap of at least 10 minutes occurred between the arrival of the first ambulance and a patient being transported to hospital. 
This sadly indicated that for too long the officialdom held a view that the situation was not as serious as it turned out to be, and unfortunately was indicative that the officials were more concerned about hooliganism than about injuries. 
This thought process was backed up by statements made by Forest supporters, who even prior to kick-off had seen events unfolding at the opposite end of the stadium and put it down, initially, to unruly elements within the Liverpool supporters.

94 supporters lost their lives on that day, with 766 others injured, 300 requiring hospitalization. The toll rose to 95 when four days later 14-year-old Lee Nicol died in hospital, and in 1993, Tony Bland passed away, after remaining in a coma for nearly 4 years, bringing the total to 96.

With the game having been covered by the BBC’s Grandstand program, the disaster was seen live by a national audience, causing an extreme emotional impact on the viewing public.

THE TAYLOR REPORT.
The inquiry into the disaster, the Taylor Report, named the cause as failure of police control, and resulted in the conversion of many football stadia in the United Kingdom to all-seater and the removal of barriers at the front of stands.

In the aftermath of the disaster, Lord Justice Taylor was appointed to conduct an inquiry into the disaster. This tribunal sat for a month, publishing two reports, one an interim overview of the day’s events, and immediate conclusions, and the second that made general recommendations on stadium safety.

Three key areas were identified by the Taylor Commission:
1. POLICE ACTIONS:
Debate existed regarding this aspect of the disaster, and in particular, the decision by the police to open the exit gate (Gate C). It was suggested that it may have been better to have delayed the kick-off, as had been done previously in other games and at other venues. 
The police defended their decision claiming their concern regarding a crush of supporters outside the stadium, and they made accusations against Liverpool supporters, saying that elements within the crowd did not have tickets, and were trying to force the turnstiles. They were, however, unable to present substantial evidence in relation to these claims, and Lord Taylor made a particular effort to refute them in his interim report.
2. THE DESIGN OF HILLSBOROUGH
Hillsborough was considered to one of the best stadia in England, but Sheffield Wednesday were criticized for both the low number of turnstiles at the Leppings Lane end, and the poor quality of the crush barriers on the terraced portion of the stand. This being said, the official cause of the disaster, according to Lord Taylor, was a failure in police control.
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Due to the number of turnstiles, it was estimated that it would have taken until 3:40pm to get all ticket-holders into Hillsborough’s Leppings Lane end, and although Gate C was opened to let more supporters in, it is estimated that the total number of people entering via the Leppings Lane entrance did not exceed the capacity of the terraced area itself. 
The disaster occurred when the majority of those entering the Liverpool end headed for the central pens 3 and 4, and under normal circumstances, a police officer would direct supporters away from the pens once they were full, but on this day, that did not happen. 

The capacity of the pens was 2000, and it is estimated that at the time of the disaster, there were around 3000 people in the central pens. The overcrowding resulted in the fatal crush occurring.

3. AGGREVATING FACTORS
An accusation that the behaviour of the Liverpool fans contributed to the disaster centered on consumption of alcohol before the game and attempts to enter the ground without a ticket. Although Lord Taylor acknowledged that these aggravated the situation, they were only minor factors.
Witness estimates of the number of fans that were drunk varied from a minority to a large proportion of the crowd. Although it was clear that many fans had been drinking, Lord Taylor stated that most of them "were not drunk nor even the worse for drink". He concluded that they only formed an exacerbating factor.

The possibility of fans attempting to gain entry without tickets, or with forgeries contributing to the disaster was also suggested. South Yorkshire police also suggested that the late arrival of fans amounted to a conspiracy in order to gain entry without tickets. However, analysis of the electronic monitoring system, external experts and eye witness accounts showed that there were not an excessively large number of ticketless fans. The Taylor report dismissed the conspiracy theory.

PROSECUTION

During a private prosecution, brought against David Duckenfield and another officer on duty, Bernard Murray, Prosecutor Alun Jones QC told the court that Chief Superintendent David Duckenfield gave the order to open gates that allowed hundreds of fans to flood onto the already crowded terraces at Hillsborough. Mr. Jones then stated that minutes after the disaster, in which 89 (there would be another 6 deaths which occurred as a result of the crush, but these deaths did not occur in the pens themselves)  fans were crushed to death, Duckenfield "deceitfully and dishonestly" told senior FA officials that the supporters had forced the gate open themselves. Duckenfield admitted that he had lied about certain statements regarding the causes of the disaster. 
THE S** 

There may be some amongst the younger Liverpool supporters who are unaware of the issue regarding the S** tabloid, and why it is that we don’t refer to the S** in any editorial comment on our site. I’ve constructed an overview of the blatant lies constructed by the S**, and worse, their continued inability to admit their culpability in this regard. 
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On the Wednesday following the disaster, Kelvin Mackenzie, then editor of The S**, a tabloid newspaper of little substance, used the front page headline 'THE TRUTH', with three sub-headlines: 'Some fans picked pockets of victims'; 'Some fans urinated on the brave cops'; 'Some fans beat up PC giving kiss of life'. A quote, attributed to an unnamed policeman, claimed that a dead girl had been abused and that Liverpool fans 'were openly urinating on us and the bodies of the dead'. 

These allegations openly contradicted the behaviour of many Liverpool fans, who actively helped the security personnel to stretcher away a large number of victims and gave first aid to many injured.

In their history of The S**, Peter Chippendale and Chris Horrie wrote:

As MacKenzie's layout was seen by more and more people, a collective shudder ran through the office [but] MacKenzie's dominance was so total there was nobody left in the organisation who could rein him in except Murdoch. Everyone seemed paralysed, "looking like rabbits in the headlights", as one hack described them. The error staring them in the face was too glaring. It obviously wasn't a silly mistake; nor was it a simple oversight. Nobody really had any comment on it, they just took one look and went away shaking their heads in wonder at the enormity of it. It was a "classic smear". 

Following The S**'s report, the newspaper was boycotted by most newsagents in Liverpool, with many refusing to stock the tabloid and large numbers of readers cancelling orders and refusing to buy from shops which did stock the newspaper. The Hillsborough Justice Campaign also organized a national boycott that still impacted the paper's sales, which some commentators have given as a cause for a constant drop in price, introduction of free magazines, videos and free soft porn DVDs offers.

 Mackenzie was asked to explain his reporting in 1993, to a House of Commons National Heritage Select Committee, he said: "I regret Hillsborough. It was a fundamental mistake. The mistake was I believed what an MP said. It was a Tory MP. If he had not said it and the chief superintendent (Duckenfield) had not agreed with it, we would not have gone with it." 
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Mackenzie would renounce this apology in November 2006, saying that he only expressed regret because the newspaper's owner Rupert Murdoch ordered him to do so. He said, "I was not sorry then and I'm not sorry now" for the paper's coverage. Mackenzie refused again to apologize when appearing on the BBC's topical Question Time in January 2007. 
The S** itself issued an apology "without reservation" in July 2004, saying that it had "committed the most terrible mistake in its history." The S** was responding to the intense criticism of Wayne Rooney who had sold his life story to the newspaper. The S**'s apology lacked conviction, saying that the "campaign of hate" against Rooney was organized, in part, by the Liverpool Daily Post & Echo, owned by Trinity Mirror, who also owns the Daily Mirror, rivals of The S**. The apology actually served to anger some Liverpudlians further. The Echo itself did not accept the apology, calling it "shabby" and "an attempt, once again, to exploit the Hillsborough dead."

Other newspapers also detailed similar allegations on the same day, which apparently originated from a source within South Yorkshire Police attempting to divert blame, but The S** attracted particular scorn for its use of the huge "THE TRUTH" headline and its refusal to issue an apology, something the other newspapers were quick to do.

To this day, many people in the Liverpool area refuse to buy The S** as a matter of principle, and the paper's sales figures within Merseyside have been very poor since the day the original story was printed. As of 2004, the average circulation in Liverpool was still just 12,000 copies a day, 200,000 fewer than before the controversial article was published.

Don’t read

Don’t buy

Don’t quote

EUROPEAN REACTION.

The Hillsborough disaster touched clubs around the world. On the 19th April, 1989, the Wednesday after the disaster, a European Cup semi-final between AC Milan and Real Madrid was played, in which the referee blew his whistle to stop the match 6 minutes after kick-off, and a minutes silence was held. About 20 seconds into the silence the Milan fans began to sing Liverpool's anthem "You'll Never Walk Alone" as a tribute to those who died. 

The Celtic Football Club, of Glasgow, and its fans, have long been supporters of the Hillsborough Justice Campaign, and banners are often seen at Parkhead in recognition of the injustices done to the 96, and their families. 

In 1994 the acclaimed Liverpudlian scriptwriter Jimmy McGovern used the disaster as a motivation for a serial killer in the plot of To Be a Somebody, the opening story of the second series of the hard-hitting crime drama Cracker. Due to complaints from families of the victims, McGovern agreed to write a television drama about the disaster, which was screened in 1996 on the ITV television. 

The 90-minute one-off documentary recounted the events of the disaster. Produced for the network by Granada Television and titled simply Hillsborough, the drama starred Christopher Eccleston as Trevor Hicks, whose story formed the focus of the script. Hicks lost two teenage daughters in the disaster and went on to campaign for safer stadia, as well as helping form the Hillsborough Families Support Group. It drew much praise for its sensitive handling of the subject matter, paying homage to those killed and not exploiting them. 
In 1997, it was awarded both the British Academy of Film and Television Arts and the Royal Television Society awards for Best Single Drama (TV), and inspired the Manic Street Preachers song "S.Y.M.M. (South Yorkshire Mass Murderer)".

[image: image13.jpg]



[image: image14.jpg]



In memory of those who lost their lives at

Hillsborough, Sheffield, 15th April 1989
John Alfred Anderson (62)



Colin Mark Ashcroft (19)
James Gary Aspinall (18)



Kester Roger Marcus Ball (16)
Gerard Bernard Patrick Baron (67)


Simon Bell (17)
Barry Sidney Bennett (26)



David John Benson (22)
David William Birtle (22)



Tony Bland (22)
Paul David Brady (21)



Andrew Mark Brookes (26)
Carl Brown (18)




David Steven Brown (25)
Henry Thomas Burke (47)



Peter Andrew Burkett (24)
Paul William Carlile (19)



Raymond Thomas Chapman (50)
Gary Christopher Church (19)


Joseph Clark (29)
Paul Clark (18)




Gary Collins (22)
Stephen Paul Copoc (20)



Tracey Elizabeth Cox (23)
James Philip Delaney (19)



Christopher Barry Devonside (18)
Christopher Edwards (29)



Vincent Michael Fitzsimmons (34)
Thomas Steven Fox (21)



Jon-Paul Gilhooley (10)
Barry Glover (27)




Ian Thomas Glover (20)
Derrick George Godwin (24)


Roy Harry Hamilton (34)
Philip Hammond (14)



Eric Hankin (33)
Gary Harrison (27)



Stephen Francis Harrison (31)
Peter Andrew Harrison (15)


David Hawley (39)
James Robert Hennessy (29)


Paul Anthony Hewitson (26)
Carl Darren Hewitt (17)



Nicholas Michael Hewitt (16)
Sarah Louise Hicks (19)



Victoria Jane Hicks (15)
Gordon Rodney Horn (20)



Arthur Horrocks (41)
Thomas Howard (39)



Thomas Anthony Howard (14)
Eric George Hughes (42)



Alan Johnston (29)
Christine Anne Jones (27)



Gary Philip Jones (18)

Richard Jones (25)



Nicholas Peter Joynes (27)
Anthony Peter Kelly (29)



Michael David Kelly (38)
Carl David Lewis (18)



David William Mather (19)
Brian Christopher Mathews (38)


Francis Joseph McAllister (27)
John McBrien (18)



Marion Hazel McCabe (21)
Joseph Daniel McCarthy (21)


Peter McDonnell (21)
Alan McGlone (28)



Keith McGrath (17)
Paul Brian Murray (14)



Lee Nicol (14)
Stephen Francis O'Neill (17)


Jonathon Owens (18)
William Roy Pemberton (23)


Carl William Rimmer (21)
David George Rimmer (38)



Graham John Roberts (24)
Steven Joseph Robinson (17)


Henry Charles Rogers (17)
Colin Andrew Hugh William Sefton (23)

Inger Shah (38)
Paula Ann Smith (26)



Adam Edward Spearritt (14)
Philip John Steele (15)



David Leonard Thomas (23)
Patrik John Thompson (35)


Peter Reuben Thompson (30)
Stuart Paul William Thompson (17)


Peter Francis Tootle (21)
Christopher James Traynor (26)


Martin Kevin Traynor (16)
Kevin Tyrrell (15)




Colin Wafer (19)
Ian David Whelan (19)



Martin Kenneth Wild (29)
Kevin Daniel Williams (15)



Graham John Wright (17)

[image: image15.jpg]



FIRST ONE UP THE STEPS
WIN AN AWESOME LIVERPOOL FC DVD

Step up to the penalty spot, folks, its competition time again! 
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Every month of the season, we’ll be giving away a piece of Liverpool FC history… it may be a DVD, it may be a book, or it may be a memento, but whatever’s up for grabs, it’ll be a ‘must-have’ for any self-respecting LFC fan.

Win a copy of the Official history of Liverpool Football Club DVD – updated!
All you have to do is answer: With which club would Sammy Lee have learnt Spanish?
Send your answers to anfield.express@gmail.com with LFC DVD in the subject line, include a daytime contact number, and hope the football gods’ smile upon you. Closing date for entries is the 30th of April 2010
· The competition is open to all current, paid-up members of the Liverpool Supporters Club – Gauteng Branch. This will be ratified prior to the prize being posted.
· The judge’s decision is final, and no communication will be entertained regarding the outcome of competition draws.

· Winners will have to supply a manned daytime address, as the prizes are couriered to the winners.

· Prize winners will not be eligible for the next month’s competition i.e. September’s winner may not enter October’s competition, but is eligible for November’s.

The editor of The Anfield Express, and the Liverpool Supporters Club – Gauteng Branch management team reserve the right to terminate the monthly competition at any time. 

Prizes are couriered to winners via reputable companies, and therefore the Supporters Club will not entertain liability in the event of claims arising from either the non-delivery, or damage occurring during transit.

Last month’s prize winner is: Ziyaad Hassam and the correct answer is: Berry Nieuwenhuys, the former Liverpool great who was born in Kroonstad.
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THE BIG MATCH PREVIEW

A LOOK AT OUR APRIL FIXTURE LIST
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Liverpool FC versus SL Benfica
Europa League Quarterfinal Second Leg
Anfield, Liverpool
Thursday 8th of April 2010
Kick-off: 20:05 GMT

Despite the first leg defeat, circumstances may well suit Liverpool who come into this tie needing to overturn a deficit with an away goal.
Recent history would suggest that we’re again turning Anfield into something of a fortress, as we displayed against Lille and Sunderland, so one has reason to be confident the lads will emerge victorious.
The fact that the Europa League is a real chance at silverware should be encouragement enough for the lads, and I feel that the 12th man are equally aware of the significance of this fixture.

Expect another European night at Anfield, especially after the dramatic events at the Stadium of Light in Lisbon.
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Liverpool FC versus Fulham FC
Barclays Premier League

Anfield, Liverpool

Sunday 11th of April 2010
Kick-off: 15:00 GMT

Roy Hodgson has turned Fulham from being West London’s second side to a Premiership team in its own right, and just as we look back on glorious European nights, Fulham have now started their own album with a magnificent win over Juventus in the Europa League.
What their win over the giants of Italian football will have done is dispel any thoughts they may have had regarding their status, and I fully expect them to come up to Merseyside looking for more scalps.

At the time of writing, we do not know who has progressed into the Europa League semi-finals, but this fixture may just be a dress-rehearsal for Hamburg. 

Expect a tough one.
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Liverpool FC versus West Ham United
Barclays Premier League

Anfield, Liverpool

Monday 19th of April 2010

Kick-off: 20:00 GMT

Not another Monday night fixture!

Having finally got the Monday night monkey off our back against Portsmouth, we again find ourselves pitted against a team battling for their Premier League survival, although being at home will no doubt be advantageous.

Gianfranco Zola hasn’t managed to turn the Hammers into a decent mid-table side, and with their financial worries being worse than ours, he hasn’t been granted the resources to realistically do so. Yet West Ham continue to turn out really good professional footballers, and on their day, the Hammers are capable of causing an upset.
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Burley versus Liverpool FC


Barclays Premier League

Turfmoor, Burnley

Saturday 24th of April 2010

Kick-off: 15:00 GMT

For the smallest team in the Premiership, a return to top-flight football has brought with it both the good and the bad.

Having lost manager Owen Coyle midway through the campaign, to Bolton of all places, one would have thought Burnley would end up sure-fire candidates for the drop, yet resolutely hang in there.
We go to Turfmoor (scene of Traore’s shocker of an own-goal) in the knowledge that despite their foibles on the road, the claret-and-blues are tough to beat at home.

WHAT’S UP IN THE CANTEEN?

YES… IT’S TIME TO GET MEN OUT OF THE PUB, AND INTO THE KITCHEN


My wife reminded me the other day that in spite of an equal sharing of cooking duties at home, she had to cast her mind back to the days we were courting for the last time I had trotted out a 3-course meal for her. My answer (the printable bits) merely served to remind her that I had yet to be offered the same courtesy.
However, what the conversation did bring into stark focus was that in today’s hustle and bustle, there rarely is time to create the type of meal that once we almost took for granted. So, aided and abetted by Dean, executive chef at Zimbali, I’ve put together a really easy way to create a 3-course meal that neither breaks the budget, nor takes up an extraordinary length of time to put together.
We’ll start with a really simple entrée, it’s called Caprese Bruschetta, and you’ll need:

1 French loaf – the long thin one
Olive oil
200g black olives. My preference is either Calamata or Italian Black. Pit and chop.
1 Garlic clove

3 x Fresh tomatoes
1 x Red onion

A small bunch of Basil – if you can’t get fresh, use a pesto, it works as well
1 tin Anchovy fillets – these have a strong taste, so you can leave them out if you want.
150g of Mozzarella cheese, or more, if you want. I like the Simonsberg brand.
Salt

Balsamic vinegar

Slice the loaf on the slant, about 2cm thick, and toast lightly. Under the ovens grill works magic, as normal toasters won’t take a thick chunk of bread. 
Cut the garlic clove in half and rub onto the toasted slices of your French loaf. 
Slice the tomato into thick rounds, and layer the toasted French loaf with the tomato, slices of onion, mozzarella, chopped olive, basil and anchovy. Place your layered toast onto a baking tray, and stick it under the oven’s grill until the mozzarella starts to run.
Once done, drizzle with olive oil and balsamic vinegar, and enjoy!

For the main course, the quickest and easiest way to create a really great meal is with pasta, and so we’ll use a pasta base for a lovely dish called Mussels with Tagliatelle:
1 large onion, chopped
2 to 3 cloves of garlic, chopped

4 tablespoons olive oil
50g butter

½ cup white wine, great way to get rid of that chardonnay in the fridge
150g calamari rings, the frozen ones are fine.
500g mussels. I buy frozen mussel meat and use that.
4 tablespoons pesto. Most supermarkets keep it now.
500g tagliatelle, cooked. 
8 to 10 cherry tomatoes, cut in half

 ½ cup Cream

½ Lemon, juiced

Salt and pepper for seasoning.
Parmesan cheese, grated.

In a saucepan, sweat onions and garlic in the butter and a little olive oil, on a medium heat. You want the onions to become opaque, and the garlic will become almost white. Add mussels and calamari and cook for a few minutes, literally ‘a few minutes’, then add the white wine, simmering on a medium heat until the wine has almost completely evaporated.
Add the cream and pesto, cook on medium heat until the cream is a sauce consistency, you want to chuck in the cooked pasta and lemon juice now, seasoning to taste, before folding through the parmesan and cherry tomatoes.
Then for dessert we went for something that really rounds off a meal without being pretentious, it’s called a Chocolate Pecan Brownie, and it’s good!
300g good chocolate, I use Cadbury’s milk chocolate.
200g butter

350g light brown sugar, or muscovado sugar.
4 large eggs

250g flour

200g roughly chopped pecan nuts

1 teaspoon vanilla essence
Preheat the oven to 180°C and grease a 20cm x 30cm deep-sided baking tray with butter. In a small saucepan, melt the butter and chocolate slowly, stirring regularly. When the lumps of chocolate are fairly small, turn off the heat, there will be enough heat to finish melting the chocolate and you reduce the risk of overheating the mixture. Allow to cool.
Roughly chop the pecan nuts and set aside. In a large bowl, whisk together the eggs, sugar and vanilla essence for 10 minutes or until pale and fluffy. Stir the chocolate mixture into the egg mixture, and then fold in the flour and pecans. Pour the mixture into the prepared baking tray and bake for 25-30 minutes. Test with a skewer. The mixture should seem not quite cooked in the very middle. Allow to cool, then cut into squares, to serve with vanilla ice cream.
THE TEMPLE OF BOOM

AN EXPLORATION OF NEW SOUND


Ever bought a CD that at first was okay, and just okay, but through repeated playing kind of grew on you?
I’d bought ‘This is War’, 30 Seconds to Mars 3rd album, simply because I’d really enjoyed the bands 2005 release, ‘A Beautiful Lie’, and as sometimes will happen, you ‘like’ the album, but it doesn’t blow you away. It’s good enough to end up in the CD player more often than not, and slowly certain songs start to take hold, and before you know it, you’re terminally hooked.
30 Seconds to Mars are not a new band by any stretch of the imagination. Founded by brothers Shannon and Jared Leto (he of Hollywood fame), they’ve endured several line-up changes, but the band started, and remains, primarily a family project. Their self-titled debut album was produced by the legendary Bob Ezrin, and although received mixed reviews did highlight Leto (Jared) as a serious song-writer.
Strange thing about young Jared, though, is that he’s achieved critical acclaim for much of his silver screen work, and starred in the TV program ‘My So-Called Life’, but refuses to use his name in promoting the band… so much so that the band will not play a venue which has used the Leto fame to sell tickets. Noble?

Anyway, back to the music. 

If you’re of similar age to me, you will recall a time when popular music fit into a mere handful of genres. You had pop, rock, metal… and that was it. Nowadays each of those main classifications is splintered into so many sub-genres that it boggles the mind. 

I’d always put 30 Seconds down as an alternate band, genre speak, so it came as a bit of a shock to the system when I ‘googled’ the name and came up with ‘nu metal-gothic prog-emo-post grunge-synth rock’ as a description of their style… 

Makes the head spin… 

Because to my ears, 30 Seconds are purely a really good band, musically, with a penchant for killer chorus lines… end of. Yes, it’s rock, but a far cry from the chest-beating crotch-clutching wail we associate with the genre… it’s time for a new word… 

Ethereal.

Yeah!

 Leto’s a movie star, right?
He’s also a decent guitarist, and a decent singer who can write a really good song. His older boet Shannon bangs the drum in the finest traditions of this ancient art, Tomo Miličević rounds off the trio by adding the forgotten skill of subliminal lead guitar and the odd bit of bass. This is a good band.
Some may argue that the albums over-produced, and to be fair, it probably is, but to create a really BIG stadium sound you’re going to have to tend toward over-production, especially when you have a backing vocal set-up that runs into the 1000’s…

Que?

I quote Leto:

"The Summit was an experiment in our recording process, and we were just trying to think of ways that we could deepen the connection between ourselves and our family of fans around the world. We do that often, and think of ways to break the boundary. And we thought, 'How great would it be to invite the world to come and be a part of the next 30 Seconds to Mars album? [...] There were some things [we tried] that were left-field sound experiments — using the group, the collective, as a musical instrument. We did everything from percussive expression to whispering to things that were a little bit more familiar, like inviting the 1,000 people that were there to sing the chorus of a song. And those people who were a part of it all will be a part of the next 30 Seconds to Mars album. ... It was quite simply one of the best things we've done as a band."

Oh yes. Steve Lillywhite and Flood produce the album, and before you say “who?” go and check the sleeve liner of your U2 collection, you should discover exactly who Flood and Lillywhite are… we’re talking the A-league here, my china’s.

But none of this is going to make you dash madly about trying to lay your mitts on a copy of ‘This is War’, is it?

So I part with this…

Imagine Muse on speed, and you’re ball-park on what 30 Seconds sounds like. In fact Muse is a very good comparison, both are creatively superb outfits, both are musically skilled at what they produce, and both are similar with respect to the style of music they play. 30 Seconds are heavier, granted.

Both make awesome music videos. But Jared has one up on Matt here. Jared produces his bands vids… and they’re stunning. ‘Kings and Queens’ was the first single from the album, and I caught the video on MTV. It blew me away.  

But, like I said earlier, play the CD, it will hook you. It did me.

And I can be a cynical sod at the best of times.


RESULTS AND REVIEWS

WHAT HAVE THE LADS BEEN UP TO, THEN?

First Team:
8th of March 2010
Wigan Athletic 1-0 Liverpool FC
Barclays Premier League
Quite possibly the worst Liverpool performance that I’ve ever seen, and this is a club I’ve followed avidly since 1974.
Disjointed, and dare I say it, disinterested? Almost every touch from a Liverpool player served merely hand back possession to Wigan, and for much of this game we made the Latics look like world-beaters.

Anfield Express Man of the Match: None deserving
11th of March 2010
Lille OSC 1-0 Liverpool FC
Europa League
Following the Wigan game, anything would have been ear-marked as an improvement. 
Lille used their home-ground advantage to good effect, with Eden Hazard running Insua into the ground. The Lille goal was somewhat fortuitous, but a combination of poor defending and Reina’s momentary lapse in concentration saw an innocuous free-kick creep inside the back post.

Hazard looks like a player with enormous potential.

Anfield Express Man of the Match: Ryan Babel
15th of March 2010
Liverpool FC 4-1 Portsmouth
Barclays Premier League
To all and sundry it appeared as though the team had been starved of Red Bull for the previous 8 months, and a delivery finally arrived in L4 0TH in time for this game.
One may argue that Pompey had just been condemned to relegation following going into administration, and that their lads wouldn’t be up for it, the counter argument being that for all of the Portsmouth players they would now effectively be in the shop-window with an eye to possible transfers in the European summer.
Still, we had to go out there and play, and play we did. Superb outing for Aquilani who showed much of why he is as highly rated as he is, Torres back to something approaching his best, and the only blip on a good outing for the lads was conceding a needless goal in the 88th minute to Belhadj. 

Anfield Express Man of the Match: Alberto Aquilani
18th of March 2010
Liverpool FC 3-0 Lille OSC
Europa League 
Lucas Leiva take a bow. For a player with the level of criticism leveled at him as the young Brazilian has had, this has to rank easily as his finest performance to date.
Between Lucas and Mascherano we bossed the midfield, and had leveled the tie as early as the 8th minute when Lucas was brought down in the area, and Gerrard converted the resultant penalty.

Torres had a blinder, and in general we looked a far better team than recent form would suggest, with my only concern being the left-back berth.

Anfield Express Man of the Match: Lucas Leiva
21st of March 2010
Manchester United 2-1 Liverpool FC
Barclays Premier League
Away to the champions is never easy, and I fear that much of the pre-match hype revolved around the stunning result we achieved at Old Trafford last term, and when Torres opened the scoring after 5 minutes with a superbly taken header, I have no doubt that many thought the same was in the offing.
Our frailty at left back was cruelly exposed, with United’s reply coming courtesy of Valencia’s ability to turn Insua inside-out, forcing Mascherano into a rash challenge, Rooney netting the penalty rebound after Pepe saved his initial attempt, and United’s winner coming from a Fletcher cross from the left flank and finding an unmarked Park with time and space to slot home his header.
A better performance, if one discounts the Lille and Portsmouth games, but managed to highlight to gap between us and United in terms of nous. 
Anfield Express Man of the Match: Pepe Reina
28th of March 2010
Liverpool FC  3 – 0 Sunderland
Barclays Premier League

Well that was better wasn’t it? A fantastic performance from start to finish, and it seemed like we didn’t even get out of 2nd gear against Steve Bruce’s usually-stubborn Sunderland outfit. 
A brace from Torres and a nice finish from Glen Johnson was enough to shut up the beach ball-loving Supersport presenters.
Chairman’s man of the Match: Glen Johnson 
01 April 2010

Benfica 2 - 1 Liverpool FC

UEFA Europa League

The least said about that refereeing performance, the better. Many will point to Ryan Babel’s 5 seconds of foolishness and say that it cost us the game, but I firmly believe that the referee and his assistants were not up to scratch for a game of that magnitude. 
Finally Daniel Agger scored from a set-piece, albeit with his foot instead of his head. What is it about our centre backs and not being able to convert set-pieces with heir head? Bring back Sami Hyypia I say!
Chairman’s man of the Match:  The Referee
04 April 2010

Birmingham 1 - 1 Liverpool FC

Barclays Premier League

Oh dear. Well that was just back to square one, wasn’t it? Many will point to Rafa’s decision to substitute Torres as the turning point of the game. But as Supporters Club member Kamal Jasmath said to me after the game, we actually played a lot better after Torres came off.

I feel we only played better when we knew we had to go out and score another. I think the stats this season suggest we’ve lost 6 games after going 1 up. Maybe this is testament to our inherent disability to sit back on a one goal lead on many an occasion.

I am also very concerned with the defending of our fullbacks. Both have been caught on numerous occasions giving up their far post duties. This is something that really should have been corrected from day one. Rafa has always prided himself on a solid defense, and our weak defense this season has put pressure on us to score more than we possibly should just to draw a game, let alone win.
Chairman’s man of the Match: Steven Gerrard
A VIEW FROM THE BACKLINE

IRRELEVANT MUSINGS FROM A SENILE OLD FOOL…

Why do we, as South African supporters, hold a memorial to the victims of Hillsborough? 
After all, an official memorial is held at Anfield, and is obligatory for all players to attend, and, if last year’s attendance is anything to go by, some 28,000 ordinary people also filed onto the Kop to pay their respects for those taken so tragically that day.

To answer this, one needs first of all to understand the psyche of the club itself. Liverpool Football Club is, was and will always be, primarily about the supporters. Long before Bill Shankly cast his magical spell about a decrepit 2nd division team, the terraced grandstands often boasted crowds in excess of 50,000. Indeed, ancient footage will show that the Red half of Merseyside have enjoyed a vocal and healthy following from before World War 2.
Certainly Shanks’ arrival boosted the bond between club and supporter, and Shanks himself is oft quoted as regards his love for the people of Liverpool, and more especially those who filled up his beloved Anfield week-in and week-out.

The progression through Paisley and onto the modern-day managers has seen the power of the support base remain intact, and even in today’s mercenary times, it is still a link that most players who arrive at the club express as being something a wee bit special.

To support Liverpool FC does have a very different connotation to it than one would find anywhere else in England, and I dare say that the type of support Liverpool enjoys is not readily replicated anywhere else on earth. After all, the depth of emotion that a die-hard supporter feels for this football club stems from the days when the team’s triumphs were, for many, the only bright light in a very dark tunnel. 

Merseyside has not enjoyed economic prosperity since the 1950’s, and with the decline in traffic into the port, so the spectre of unemployment loomed large over the city. The attitude of the then government toward the economic deprivation of the people of Liverpool left many feeling as if they waged a battle for survival on their own. The brutality by which the Thatcher government put down the strike action in the 80’s was symptomatic of attitudes toward Liverpool, as a city, and quoted statistics had unemployment levels in Liverpool at 25% of the population, and 95% in the case of men under the age of 21 in the 1990’s. No wonder that the local football team became a beacon of hope, the catalyst to dream…
The football club has never forgotten this devotion. Even amongst the reviled current ownership exists an understanding of the depth of emotion this club brings to its following and its part of the mystique that IS the fabric of Liverpool Football Club.
Let us remember this bond, because over the last 5 decades this bond spread its wings, and Liverpool Football Club embraced a growing support base, not only in Europe, but across the globe. I was 13 when Liverpool first won a European Cup, and a friend who had traveled back home to Merseyside brought back an embroidered cloth patch, resplendent with the Liver bird, and the legend ‘Liverpool FC – supporters all over the world’… that was in 1977, long before the days of global TV saturation, and already the mighty Reds were building an international army.

You didn’t have to be on the Kop to become a Kopite. You didn’t even have to be in England.

Hillsborough.
I had driven up to Vanderbijlpark, from Durban, en route to Cape Town, and sat in my parent’s living room to watch the semi-final. I can still close my eyes now and visualize the television images from that day… but the true horror was yet to unfold.

By the next morning the South African press had picked up on the line taken by the S**, and all I read was wholesale condemnation of the people I most closely associated myself with, and my over-riding question at the time was had people forgotten that (then) 94 supporters lay dead?

As the truth started to emerge, so did my anger.

 The vilification I had endured as a recognized hard-core supporter of Liverpool Football Club for the supposed actions of my brethren now had a focus-point. We were not the scum of the earth that the press would have the world believe us to be, but yet again the good people of Liverpool were stigmatized through the actions of others, yet again the invisible moat that seemingly separated the city of Liverpool from the rest of England became perceptible, yet again… the finger pointing.

… and 96 souls lay dead. 

Time would reveal those culpable, time would name those responsible for this outrage, time would rend wounds into the psyche of the city, and it’s most famous asset, the football club that bears its name, and time would allow us the opportunity to pay homage to 96 innocent lives whose deaths lay at the feet of those very people who swore to protect.
When Dean Davis, Jim Abraham, Arthur Rushmer and Dave Walters started the idea of a South African memorial, they provided all of us with this opportunity to remember those who never left Hillsborough. And when it was suggested that the South African memorial be held on Spion Kop, the very piece of granite in the Natal veldt that gave its name to the most famous piece of grandstand in any stadium, anywhere on earth, it gave us the spiritual connection.

This year we hold our 4th annual Memorial ceremony as we honour the 21st anniversary of the Hillsborough Disaster. Over time we’ve added our own permanent memorial, we’ve had the South African memorial recognized by the Hillsborough Family Support Group:

“Many thanks for this up-date; it is so good to know that supporters around the world are still holding such events.

Thanks again for your support; it is thanks to people like yourself we know we will never walk alone.

Best wishes,

Marg and Sue

Chairman and Secretary HFSG “

And last year Trevor Hicks made special reference to our memorial when he addressed 28,000 people at Anfield. 

You should be with us on Spion Kop on the 15th of April too.


Compiled By Elli Lechtman:
SUPPORTERS CLUB AGM IN MAY

NEW COMMITTEE ELECTIONS

The Supporters Club will be holding its Annual General Meeting in May (date to be advised). 

After due consideration, I have decided not to stand as Chairman this season. As some of you may know, I am getting married this year. Coupled with tremendous work commitments, I am unable to give my all as Chairman anymore.

I will however stand in other positions on the committee to ensure continuity and to ensure procedures are adhered to when applying for match tickets and other activities. I would encourage as many members as possible to attend the AGM so that we can get in a new and fresh committee. 

Particularly, I am encouraging anyone with good Social and PRO attributes to stand on the committee. This aspect of the Supporters Club has been considerably lacking for the past few years and it’s been difficult as Chairman to do more than one job at a time.

The positions up for grabs are:

1. Chairman – Membership and Anfield Liaison 

2. Vice-Chairman – Chairman stand in and Memorabilia 

3. Social and Public Relations Officer

4. Treasurer – Finances

5. Communications Officer – Newsletter Editor and Website Editor

6. Club Secretary – Administration and minute taking

I urge all those members, particularly those who have been with the club for a while and have never served on the committee to assist in forming a new committee. The club needs you now more than ever.
Best wishes 

Elli Lechtman

Chairman
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Lucas proves it is possible…
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Our regular feature in which we look back on the history of our great club gives way this month to a look at a day we, as supporters, should never forget. Please take the time to read through what happened at Hillsborough, and understand the hurt and anger that still manifests itself as a result of that fateful day.
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In next month’s issue: Back to the boot-room
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Fans trying to pull people out





Join us on the web for the latest news, rumours and discussion: www.liverpoolfc.co.za
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Last year we ran a couple of recipes, which seemed to become quite popular, and it was suggested that we look at doing a recipe in each of the newsletters. This month, I thought we’d get adventurous, and look at a 3-course meal, fit for a king, I might add! 
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Every month, I’ve asked a guest reviewer to take a look at CD’s they believe are worthy of your hard-earned shekels. In this issue, the aged punk rocker explores a little gem of a CD.  
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I’m giving away a copy of THIS IS WAR by 30 Seconds to Mars. All you have to do is answer:  Which TV series did Jared Leto star in? Email your answer to � HYPERLINK "mailto:anfield.express@gmail.com" �anfield.express@gmail.com� before the 30th of April 2010, with CD in the subject line, and who knows, you may have a unique work. The winner of the THIS IS IT CD is Glen Du Plooy, and the answer was Sir Paul McCartney.
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